Sociology of Culture Outline

I. What is Culture?

1. Material Culture and Non-Material Culture.

2. What Makes Use Different? 

3. The Focus of the Sociological Study of Culture.

II. Ethnocentrism and Cultural Relativism.

III. Non-Material Culture

1. Symbols

2. Language

3. Gestures

4. Saphir-Whorf Hypothesis

5. Values: Value Contradictions, Ideal Culture and Real Culture.

6. Norms: Folkways, Mores, and Sanctions.

IV. Material Culture

1. Artifacts and Technology. 

V. Dominant Culture, Sub-cultures, and Counter Cultures. 

VI. Cultural Shock, Cultural Diffusion, and Cultural Leveling. 

